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SCARLETT CENTER STAGE

“The bombshell actress models her namesake 
color in the newly renovated Lincoln Center and 
talks to Dream about her new husband, her new 

president, and confronting old stereotypes”

by: SARAH CRISTOBAL
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On a rainy afternoon in No-
vember, Scarlett Johansson 
saunters into the Carlyle ho-

tel in New York, undetected despite 
her rather conspicuous I’m-trying-
to-blend-in ensemble of black trench 
coat, black fedora, and black Ray-
Ban aviators. “You know, I always try 
to keep a low profile, which probably 
makes me the most identifiable per-
son in a crowd,” Scarlett jokes. “It’s 
like, There goes that woman in a wig, 
mustache, and glasses.”
Costumed and bespectacled or not, 
Scarlett, 24, prefers to keep a Grand 
Canyon-size divide between her 
personal and professional lives. She 

rarely comments on her romantic 
relationships (including her mar-
riage to actor Ryan Reynolds in 
September) and doesn’t sashay down 
a red carpet unless she has to. There 
is one man, however, who has won 
her public affection: President-elect 
Barack Obama. “I’m absolutely over 
the moon,” she says of his victory, 
with the broadest of smiles. “If I’m 
invited to the inaugural party, I’ll 
be there in a giant gown with the 
Obama family silk-screened on it.”

Having 2 announced her support 
early on, Scarlett quietly cam-
paigned for Obama for 16 months 

leading up to the November elec-
tion. She traveled to the swing state 
of Ohio the week before Election 
Day and made calls to undecided 
voters.

As with any true politico, her 
foray into that arena wasn’t with-
out consequences. It has been well 
documented that last year, when she 
gave an interview and revealed that 
she had received an e-mail from the 
future president thanking her for 
her efforts, it caused a big brouhaha. 
(Her point was that during his grass-
roots campaign, Obama called even 
those who had given small donations 
to personally thank them.) “And 
then, the title of the article was ‘Ac-
tress Has a Crush on Obama,’” says 
Scarlett, exasperated. “Talk about 
sexist. If I were George Clooney, 
they would never have written that. 
I was obviously in a relationship, 
and people were like, ‘How dare she 
try to break up his marriage with 
Michelle?’ I was like, What the hell 
is going on? And then he released 
the statement — his camp had to; 

they’re on a 24-hour news cycle and 
have to quell anything that comes in 
that is que
Still, Scarlett had reason to celebrate 
during election week: She also 
watched the New York City Mara-
thon, cheering from the sidelines as 
new husband Reynolds ran by.
“I went to some random spot and 
saw everybody going past,” she says 
of the lengthy race. “It was really in-
credible. I’m a horrible runner; I can 
barely put one foot in front of the 
other. I saw that J.Lo did a triathlon 
and I’m like, Damn, girl, you just 
had twins! It’s amazing. I’m so not 
a sporty spice; I’m a stay-at-home-
and-veg spice.”
Though they tried their darnedest, 
the tabloids could not crack the case 
of the Reynolds-Johansson nuptials. 

To this day, the details remain scant, 
save for where it took place (a se-
cluded Canadian resort). Even where 
she got her dress was under wraps. 
“You have to protect some 
things, even if it’s a silly detail like 
who designed your dress,” she de-
murs. “It was private, which is what 
I really wanted. I’ve never been the 
girl who thought of the big dress, 
the big ceremony. I’m more low-key 
than that. Most people want photog-
raphers at their wedding, and for us 
it was how do we leave them out?”
The transition to married life has 
been an easy one for Scarlett, al-
though she’s not yet ready to advise 
others. “I feel like everything is 
really normal, it’s calm and natural, 
like the way it should be,” she says. 
“I have no perspective on it because 

it’s been such a short 
time. I would never 
try to profess some 
knowledge that 
I discovered. I’m 
happy and it feels 
very regular, which 
is good.”

Her engagement 
to Reynolds was 
equally personal and 
heartfelt: “I wasn’t 
surprised that it was 
happening, but any-
one being presented 
with a beautiful dia-
mond ring, as a girl, 
you just squeal with 
delight. You say you 
can’t believe it, but 

of course you really can. I think all 
proposals are romantic. It was very 
down-to-earth and genuine. There 
was no crazy skywriting or anything 
like that, just nice words, and it was 
very sweet.”
“I was just talking to my publicist 
and he said, ‘You’re either pregnant 
or divorced today.’ And I was think-
ing, What the hell are they talking 
about? I’m 24! I mean, I got these 
calls that I was engaged way before 
it happened. I’ve also been pregnant 
several times. With, like, sextuplets. 
That must mean I’ve been eating way 
too many bagels or something. I’m 
not pregnant and I’m not going to be 
anytime soon.

slike to be out of control or anything 
like that. I can’t. I’d be mortified.” 
But she admires the Mail Goggles 
application that prevents just such 
late-night e-mailing. “I think that 
Google thing is ingenious,” she says, 
laughing.

Those type-A sensibilities will no 
doubt pay off when Scarlett makes 
her directorial debut this spring in 
New York, I Love You, the follow-up 
to the 2006 film Paris, Je T’Aime. The 
actress, who wrote and directed a 
vignette that features Kevin Bacon, 
found the experience transforma-
tive. “That’s probably the direction 
I’ll take; I can’t keep up this face 
forever, you know,” she says. “There 
is some weird ageist quality in Hol-
lywood; perhaps that’s why I lean 
more toward directing and devel-
opment.”

Johansson in the Movie
Different faces we see

                                                      The Sci Fi Channel drama, a reboot of the 1970s series overlaid 
with post-9/11 themes, starts its three-hour series finale with 
an hour tonight (10 ET/PT) and a two-hour finish next Friday. 
After four seasons, the Human-Cylon war is almost at an end, 
but only because both sides are near extinction.“It held a gigantic 
mirror up to us,” says Edward James Olmos, who stars as Adm. 
Adama, the military leader of the refugees. “It took hold of a very 
simple but basic understanding: A catastrophic disaster happens 
to humanity, and what would happen to us? And could we find 
ourselves again?”
Though influenced by the terror attacks on the Pentagon and 
World Trade Center, the series could be seen as an allegory for 
any warring people, says creator and producer Ronald D. Moore, 
a former writer for Star Trek: The Next Generation.
“I don’t know that there are easy answers to a lot of things 
that we experience in life, the national traumas we have been 
through,” Moore says. “This was an opportunity to highlight 
them and talk about them in a different way, that wasn’t caught 
up in contemporary political cultural terms.”
This kind of subject matter elevated the show above sci-fi geek-
dom, earning the series a Peabody and on Tuesday a special 
United Nations screening, where its creators will discuss how 
international events fed their story lines.“It’s bittersweet,” Moore 
says of the show’s finale. “I’m excited for people to see the end 
and bring it all home. But it’s hard to let it go.”

“I wasn’t surprised that it was happening, but 
anyone being presented with a beautiful diamond 
ring, as a girl, you just squeal with delight.”
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Scarlett Johansson has been named 
Charm’s annual ‘Babe of the Year’ 2011
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